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should be the capital of the newly formed department of the

Aisne.    Saint-Just met with great success in this assembly ,

his youth, beauty, and eloquence all attracted attention, but

he did not succeed in obtaining a majority, for Soissons, in

which city he had been educated, and whose cause he warmly

espoused, was rejected in favour of Laon by 411 votes to 37 1

His burning interest in this local question induced him to

write both to Camille Desmoulins and to Robespierre for their

support, and it was thus that he made their acquaintance.

In 1791 he published a thoughtful essay, entitled "IJEsprit

de  la Revolution et de la  Constitution  de  France" which

was greatly praised by Oarnille Desmoulins, and he would

undoubtedly have been elected to the Legislative Assembly

had not attention been called to his youth, when, as not being

twenty-five years of age, he was struck off the list of the

active citizens of the Aisne.    In 1792 this failure was more

than repaired  by his  election  to   the  Convention  as  fifth

deputy for his department.    He immediately allied himself

with Robespierre, made his mark by a proposal to regulate

the price of food on November 20, 1792,3 and was, on May 30,

1793, added to the Committee of Public Safety as one of the

five  assistants whose special duty it was  to  draw up  the

/ republican  Constitution of 1798     He was  the reporter on

/   and practical author of the new Constitution, and in this

capacity so increased his reputation that he was re-elected to

the committee on July 10.    Saint-Just, like Robespierre and

Couth on, was a believer in the theories of Rousseau, and he

was naturally their ally in the Committee of Public Safety,

but in one thing he was greater than they were, for he was

also a man of action.    A man of action only, however, not a

man of business, capable of great deeds of energy and devotion,

but not of prolonged labour.    He was, without  doubt, the

greatest man of the three friends; his behaviour on his missions

to the armies on the frontiers is enough to prove that; but he
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